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A Mi’kmaq village 
in the LATE 1600’s

L’nu are living along the rivers 
and socializing along the 
shorelines of their homelands

L’nu greet newcomers to the land and 
adapt through trade and treaty.



With the influx of Loyalists 
in the 1780s, lands are 
cleared for agriculture,

logging fells forests,

and large-scale fisheries 
are established by settlers, 

while Mik’maq 
continue to hunt, 

fish along the coast, and live their life outside 
the settler economy.



The 1800’s

Mi’kmaq adapt by selling 
fish, porpoise oil,  

and other products like 
handwoven baskets and 
carved ax handles.  

they pick up 
seasonal work... 

 and set up small farms to feed 
their families and communities.
 



Meanwhile, the Department of 
Indian Affairs is cooking up 
a social experiment called 
“centralization” that would 
destroy this all.

In the 1930s, they devised a 
plan to relocate the Mik’maq 
away from white people in 
nearby cities...

All in order to save 
$200 a year in 
salary to Indian 
Agents and other 
administrative costs.



By 1942, the program is 
underway and half the nation 
- thousands - are moved, 
with threat of assimilation 
and losing their Indian 
status if they refused. 

Arriving at the 
new settlements, 

the Mi’kmaq found 
unfinished homes, without 
bathrooms, running water, 
insulation, or protection 
from the harsh winter. 

Many ended up living in tents. 
They had been assured jobs, 
but there was no lumber mill, 
as promised.



At Eskasoni, farming projects 
failed because the Indian agent 
replaced cows with goats,

who ate newly 
planted 
fruit trees. 

Seed potatoes were 
ruined when doused with 
kerosene to keep people 
from eating them. 

The wells at Eskasoni 
were contaminated and 
the water undrinkable. 

Malnutrition and hunger 
prompted a general strike by 
Mi’kmaq  labourers, paid only 
half the going wage.

The Mi’kmaq were closely 
watched by Indian Agents to 
suppress resistance.



“The experiment was doomed 
from the start” - said Mi’kmaq 
scholar Lisa Patterson, who 
studied the policy through 
archival documents.

Instead of admitting 
this truth, Indian Affairs 
doubled down on their 
“great social experiment”. 

as their parents fell ill 
from cold and hunger.

Meanwhile, children were taken 
away to residential schools 



The Mi’kmaq stood up against 
centralization through the great 
leadership of Chief Ben Christmas and 
Joe Julien who called centralization 
a “great instrument to beat Indians 
into submission.”



Some succumbed to 
habits to heal their 
loss when they could 
no longer provide for 
their families. 

By 1959, the policy 
of centralization 
quietly ended. 

Many had nothing to return to 
however, and ended up staying. 

A third of the men 
traveled to New 
England for work

welfare dependency quadrupled; 
unemployment rates ranged 
from 55% - 70% in the 1970s.



No reparations have been made for the devastating centralization 
policy and no apology has ever been issued, despite the long-term 
social and economic impacts on Mi’kmaq communities.

They made a claim for damages 
to the Nova Scotia government 
that was ignored. 

That decade, the Union 
of Nova Scotia Indians 
researched this history. 
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